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not to his successors, originated at Vienna. Indeed, it was
the early acquaintance of my father with the Austrian
minister that first assisted him in ascertaining this inten-
tion. We believed that the Russian Cabinet had heartily
entered into this new reading; that Prussia supported it
only in deference to the Court of St. Petersburg; and that
France was scarcely reconciled to the proposed derange-
ment by the impression that it materially assisted those
principles of government, by a recurrence to which the
Cabinet of Versailles then began to be convinced they
would alone maintain themselves.

Such had been our usual view of the state of opinion
with respect to this question. It had been the object of my
father to induce the French Court to join with that of
St. James' in a strong demonstration in favour of the pre-
sent system, and to indicate, in the event of that demons-
tration being fruitless, the possibility of their entering with
the king into a tripartite treaty framed in pursuance of the
spirit of the invalidated one. He trusted that to-day this
demonstration might be made.

We entered into business. The object of our opponents
was to deny that the tendency of certain acts of which we
complained was inimical to the present dynasty, but to
refrain from proving their sincerity by assenting to a new
guarantee, on the plea that it was unnecessary, since the
treaties must express all that was intended. Hours were
wasted in multiplied discussions as to the meaning of par-
ticular clauses in particular treaties, and as to precedents
to justify particular acts. Hours were wasted, for we did
not advance. At length my father recurred to the spirit,
rather than the letter of the affair; and in urging the
necessity, for the peace of Europe and other high causes,
that this affair should be settled without delay, he gave an
excellent opportunity for the friends he had anticipated to
come forward. They spoke, indeed, but in a very vague
and unsatisfactory manner. I marked the lip of the Aus-